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The  International Presidents Message  ñ  

Rich Vincent, South Dakota  

Dear SD IAWP Members,  

 

It was great to attend the SD Spring State Conference in Aberdeen recently. 
Nice to see many friends again. Tom and the planning committee did a great job with speakers 
and events. The Economics of a Healthy Workforce was a great topic and very educational. 
Way to go Tom!!! 

 I am gearing up for the final leg of being the IAWP International President. The 98th Interna-
tional Educational Conference will be in St. Louis June 26-29. It will be melancholy wanting the 
year to end while at the same time not wanting it to end. It was unfortunate the fun bus was 
cancelled but hopefully will not deter the numbers and spirit of those coming from South Da-
kota. The St. Louis Hilton Frontenac will be a wonderful venue. The conference program, 
tours, and events should provide for a great opportunity for education and networking. I can't 
wait to meet everyone in St. Louis. Working with Tom to set up a vehicle to drive to the confer-
ence. Should be a good time. 

 As I stated at the state conference I want to let everyone know in the SD Chapter how proud I 
am to represent IAWP and South Dakota as this past year's International President. My heart 
and soul is with the SD DOL&R and the good work that is being done with workforce develop-
ment for the citizens of our state. Keep up the good work!!! 

 I want to personally thank several people that are near and dear to me for the support they 
have given me not only this year but during my time on the International Board. Tom Meyer a 
close and dear friend that is always ready to lend an ear and offer a hand. Duke Goodell an-
other special and dear friend who originally encouraged me to run for IAWP office. He has 
done a super job putting together the tours for St. Louis. Secretary Pam Roberts, Marcia 
Hultman, and Andy Szilvasi have been super supporters of IAWP and they did an awesome 
job putting together the best conference I have ever attended in Rapid City. Bonnie Zachman 
for lighting a fire and passion for recognizing efforts through the awards judging process with 
International. Cheryl Kulm and Marilyn Huntley who have been a blast to be with at the Inter-
national Conferences. These are just of the few of the many wonderful people in SD IAWP. 
You are all very special people to me and have made this last year a special one. 

 One last note. Linda Barnes, the International Secretary-Treasure, husband Richard passed 
away recently. I attended his funeral in Beaver Dam, KY. Linda is another special IAWP friend. 

Please keep her and her family, Mary, Rebekah, and Jake in your thoughts and 
prayers. 

 Take Care, God Bless, and Meet Me In St. Louis   Rich 
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